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NEY SOUTH _ WALES. 
BUSINESS STATISTICS - MONTHLY DICEST, 
JULY = 1945. 


GENERAL. 


Commonwealth (1939~) war expenditure in June, 1943, was £60.68 m. and the total. 
in the year 1942-43 was £562 m. compared with £320 m. in 1941-42. Revenuc 
provided 28% of war expenditure in 1942-43, Total Commommealth expenditure for 
the year was £670 m. and the total for the last four yoars was fi, 495 me of which 
£1,107 me was for war (1939) services. 


State Goverment accounts in N.S.W., S.4. and Queensland show surpluses at 
50th Junc, 1943. The Loan Council has allocated £10.97 m. for public works loan 
expenditure in 1943-44, 


Share prices were steady in Junc, i943, _ Preference shares and other compnay 
sccuritics carrying fixcd dividends are no longer subject to fixed maximum prices. 
Prices of such securitics have moved upward. 


Retail sales showed a rise in April. and May, 1943, i Civilian Requirements 
Board has been established to cstimate essential civil needs of commodities and plan 
the relief of shortages. A Directorate of Supply has also been set up. 


Reteil prices indexes inereascd in June Quarter and the Sydney basic wage (adult 
males) rises in August, 1943 by 2/- to £5 eper week, Increased wages costs of 
private employers arising out of the adjustment arc to be borne by the Federal 
Govermicnt under the Prices Stabilisation Plan, The retail price of tea has 
been reduced by 1/2 per Ib, anc wholes-lers will be subsicised. The sales tax on 
rationed clothing, drapory cte. formerly subject to i2}% tax is now 7$%° 
In capital cities the selling price of potatoes becomes 5 1b. for Gd. The 
Goverrment's policy is to restore the cost-of-living to the level cxisting on 
April 12th, 1945. 


Total employment in N.S.i/. decrcascd in April, 1943, although there was a further 
slight expansion in females employed. Non-factory employment continues to decline, 
although females in this category are inercasing. Factory cmployment in April, 
1943 showed little movement comparcd with March but scasonal factors affected some 
classcs. Further rearrangencnts in the munitions programme have been announced. 


Rainfall has been poor during the last few weeks. Butter output reached a 
very low level in May, 1946. t+ is estimated by the Department of Agriculture 
that acreage sovm to wheat in N.S.W. has declined 20% this scason, 


GOVERNMENT FINANCE 


CommomrcaLth: Expenditure on (1939) war serviecs in June, 1943 was £60.8 m. 
including £20.1 m. fram loan funds. 


esults of Commomycelth financial operations in the ycar ended June, SO0th, 1943 
are shown below in comparison with previous ycarse Total revenue of the Common 
wealth (cxclusive cf taxation accruing to tae States end collected by the 
Cammommcalth) was £268 me, an increase ‘over the previous year of £58 nm. of which 
incone tax accoumted for £37 me, customs and cxcisc £6 me, sales tax £2 mey 
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entertainments tax £2.4 m. and business undertakings £447 m. Civil ¢cxpenditure 
increased by £7 m. including £3 My on invalid and old-age pensions and £1 ms on 
ordinary votes of departments. expenditure per month rose rapidly ; 
the carly part of 1942/45 and tot=ted £2535 me by December, 1942. In the scooy 
half of the year war expenditure was £309 m. making £562 m. for the year. Lom 
funds provided £403 m and revenue £159 mee 


Tneluded under the heading war expenditure below arc amounts of intcrest, exch; 
and sinking fund payable on (1939-) war loans. Such payments smounted to over 
£7 m, in 1941/42. . During 1942/45 two war loans raised about £185 me of new 
money and the Treasury Bill issue inercased by about £200 m, so that interest oni! 
sinking fund prynents on war loans are becoming a very large item under the heag 
"wor expenditure". 


Total cost of the war to 30/6/45 is put at £1,107 me of which reveruc has 
provided £362 me or 532.7% The proportion of war Srpeni Sues See ns bg reveny 
‘has declined inthe four years as follows:~ 1959-40, 44%; then 40%; 34% and 2g¢: 


respectively. ° 
COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTS. 
£ millions. 
| ! | an | Totals! 
Item 1959-40 | 1940-41 | 1944-42 | 194243 | Four y 
i “i. = =) Sn 
Revenue & Balances in Hand | 
Aporopriated 114 153 210 268 745 
Civil Expenditure - fron Rev.; 85 | 85) ia ae 108 379 
2? Agere | 3 | 4 2 - | g 
War Expenditure ~ from Rov. | 24 | G6.2 4" “tte 159 357 
- " Balances , 2 3 - - 5 
-" Loan ee oa ee a ee 403 745 
- Total (jar) 55 | m0 44 320 562 | 1,107 
| 
Grand Total Expenditure bode | RB@ | | ae | | 


*% Approximate. 


Excluded above arc reimbursements of the States for taxation collceted under thi 
uniform tax scheme. In 1942-45 the amounts involved were ~ income tax, £26.41 
and entertaiments tax, £0.57 m. Other payments to the States in 1942-43 
totalled £13.1 me 


COMMONWEALTH PAYMONTS TO STATES, 
194142. 194243 
£000 £000 
Special grants - 
Sth, Australia 1,150 800 
Western Australia 630 800 
Tasmania 520 575 (a) 
Roads & Works (b) ; 2,128 1, 603 
Grants to loan service for local public works 100 ~ 1.00 
Sinking fund State debts 1,580 1, 588 
Interest, state debts 7085 7985 
Interest, drought relicf 38 
Total 155731 15,091 
Tax reimburscnents wed 27 4 00# 
13,731 40, 097 


2) A further grant of £200,000 approved. 
) Corresponding figure in 1940~41: £5y 485 0006 


/The LOane oor! 


Se 


The Loan Council necting approved of loan expenditure on public works in 1943-44 
OP £10.97 tt. or About £0.5 ri, less tan last year.e 8B orrowings by local goverment 
authoritics slightly higher than in 1942-43 wore also approved and included tio 
amounts of £250,000 cach for the purchase of land for post-wor housing. ‘The N,S.W. 
share of goverment civil loan expenditure was fixed at £5507,557 and of semi~ 
govermicntal funds, £1,051,000. N.S.W. intends to spend £1,705, 000 on railways 
including £600,000 on rolling stock, 


At the recent Premiers! Confercnee it was decided to sct up a National Works 
Council designed to secure comordinated planning and continuity of approach to 
developmental projects. In its carly stages the council, under the chairmanship 
cf the Prime Minister, will investigate iarge~scale projects for the reconstruction 
period. 


STATE FINANCES. 

Queensland reported a surplus of £5,552,000 at 30th Jume, 1943 and £54 m. has 
been appropriated for post-war development. In addition there is an aceumulatcd 
surplus in the uncmployment insurance account of £1.6 me. Railway reccipts in 
1942-45 were vory high. 


South Australia announeed a surplus of £253,000 compared with £1,290,000 last 
ycoar. 


In the N.S.W. public accounts the surplus at 30th J une, 1945 wos £1.1 m cxcluding 
Main Roads Dept, but when the ilain Roads Dept. is included the surplus becomes 
£1.6 m. or £500,000 above 1941-42, 
N.S.W.e GOVERN ENT ACCOUNTS. 


Consolidated Revenue Fund and Business Undertakings (inel. Main Roads Dept.) 


Estimates - 


i ra ee ae Gada ae J ee 


| (eso. , | foao, | dost. | 1942, | 1943. 


an te ne nn fe aaa 


- Revenue fa | 58.85 63.26 | 67.78 | 70.79 | 76460 69.15 
| 
Expendi ture &n | 61.60 65.50 | 68.40 | 69.69 | 75.00 69.13 
ee rr peers 2 eee 
Surplus (+) or Deficit (=)  (-)2.75 | (=) 2024 ( |} #1.10 § +41.60} 10.2 
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PRIVATE FINANCE. 


The Statistician's index of prices of shares of 75 companics (par = 100) rose 
by one point in June, 1945 to 180, The only individual group to show an inercase 
was manufacturing and distributing which inereased fron 234 to 235. 


The Sydney Stock Exchange Rescarch Bureau's index of industrial share prices 
(1934=100) was 152,01 on Jume ist and 152,17 on June 50th, On July 20th the index 
had risen to 133407. 


“Csiling and maximum prices for compnay sceuritices garrying a fixed dividend rate 
have been abolished. Sccuritics involved arc company dcbentures, inscribed stock 
and preference shares (non-participating), Such sccuritics have been inereasingly 
sought by investors and nany had reach maximum permissible prices. The relcase 
of the sccuritics has resulted in a rise in quotations, 


Death clainsg arising out of war service and paid voluntarily by life assurance 


equpanies in australie amount so far to £3,5 mn, Contributions to war loans amount 
to about £20 me a year, These figures were quoted by the President of the S,/. 
Insurance Institute, ibout 4 million Jlife policies are in force in Australia, 


Bonus adcitions arc reduced in wartime due tc lower averacc yiclds on inyestnents 
and higher cxpcnscSe 


War Danzge Insurance contributions rates are to be reviewed before the end of 


this yoar. Rectipts of the Fund to cate, inelucing interest, total £135 n,. 


COMMERCE. 


The index of Sydney bank clearings which was 100 in 1959 was 155 in May, 1943, 
No adjustment has been made for rising price levels. 


The index of retail sales showed increases in April and May. In the latter 
month, sales were probably influcneed by the expiry of clothing ration coupons 
June Sth, 1943. 


The value of wholesale sales remains high but the proportion represented by 
exempt goods, which include Federal Government purchascs, has inercascd, 


A directorate of Supply has been sct up within the Supply Department, The 
directorate will attend to the procurement of war supplies and the planning ang 
control of production for military and civilian requirements. Control of 
commodities, with certain exceptions, will be administered by the directorate, 
The Director is ‘also chairman of the Contract, Board... ~o0 Q\S Weyrsrret 


ate [Bank Glearings |Wholosale {Retail Trade, | Real Estate | 
| (Sydney) | Trades | Sydney: Transactions. 
< [Le Soares oh eres ! Index of Value + 
2 aie ees tee (NeS.We) | of Sales.d | Mortgages. | Sales 
eh igen as ep ee ee le 
ka. | | oi EMs fm, | 
| > ay 
1939 pet eS PG 200 | 146 2264 | 32.2 
1944 | 1,159 | 120 229 | 178 15.6 | 5542 
1942 | 1,249 | 131 259 | 169 840 21.6 
! i 
1941 = Apr. {| 86.9 | EE 419.1 | 164 1.5 206 
May | 106.3 117 1) “EGeey 172 1.3 208 
i ! : = 
1942 - aor. | 1026 | 128 | 195 | 172 1.0 2el 
= Apr. | 95.4 | = B25) i 19.2 | 194 0.9 Zed 
-lny | 98.9 | 125 | 20.7 | 192 0.5 12 
| 
1943 — Jan, 106.7 | 136 | 2742, 73 130 0.6. 1,2 
Feb, j; 105.7 | 139 24.6 | 129 0.4 1.35 
Mom, | 1234 | 188 +: 19.4 | 145 0.5 | 16 
Apr. | 125.5 | 1650 oe 158(b) a5 ; 1.5 
Moy j| 12300 | 155 |! 19,6 173 ot oe 
g Three months ended month shown, 
(a) Av. Corresponding month 192630 = 100, The effects of special 
_ Government transactions are climinated fran the Index. 
(b) Revised. 
Paper rationing has been tightencd in respect of periodicals and cailendars. 
Election posters are limited to 10" x 6", 
A Civilian Requirements Board has been established within the Department of War 
Organisation of Industry under the chsirmanship of the econcmic adviser to the 


department, Dr. E.Rs Walker, and including representatives of the Rationing 
Comaissicn and the Food Controller. The ain of the Board is to estimate essentidl 
civilian reauirements and provide the controllers of materials, manpower and 
Production, with authoritative advice, It will serve as a claimant authority 
on behalf of essential civilian needs and a ceceordinating authority in planning 
the relief of shortages. Re-arrangement of the munitions programme will help in 
the latter objective, 


Cargocs destined for Eastern countrics which, on the entry of Japan into the 
war, were divertcd to Australia, aggregated 200,000 tons. Most of the cargoes 
have been distributed though some goods were still held at the middle of July; 
1945, on behalf of the service cantcens. 


Extro. clothing coupons will again be issued to outsize children for the current 
ration year. 


The Prices Branch has gazetted 2 schedule of fixcd prices for 185 grocery Lines 
in Melbourne shops. Similar lists are being prepared in other States, Further 
steps to control prices of vegetables are wdor consideration, 


5e 
PRICES. 


; The index number for Sydney in the "G" Series Index Numbers of Retail Prices 
increased by 2.1% in Jume Quarter, 1943.  Inereases in price were recorded for 
POUR GOSS, cegs and onions. Seasonal winter clothing and some other garments 
showed rises in prices over those previously recorded and this was the main 
cause of the rise in the price level. Action to reduce the cost-of-living and 
stabilise the general price level at the level applying on April 12th, 1945 has 
been announced, 


Sales tax is reduced to 73% on clothing and drapery for which ration coupons 
are required and which were subject a tax of 123%. 


Price reductions have been announced for tca and potatoes. First grade tea 
formerly 3/5 lb. and second-grade formerly 3/1 are cach reduced 1/2 per lb. to 
9% and 1/11 por Ib. respectively. Tea scllers are to be reimbursed through the 
Tea Board, In capital cities the price of potatoes becomes 5 1b. for Gd, 


RETATL PRICES - "Cc" suptas” INDEX NUMBERS. 


(Cost of food, groceries, housing, clothing and miscellancous j.tems). 


ee A A RE er na 
7 oan sarees. | + ee eerrrenanneer cose, 
i 


Six Capitals). 920 | 957 | 1,008 | 1,094] 1,053 


1,143 


1942. 
| rn 
\ ' | } : | 
Area. 1939 | 1940! 1941, 1942! Mar. | Juno | Sept. | Deo. |i | 
| | ( re Ore | Q . i 
an a. eer eee Sas aa baa sae See =a | 
NSW. = | { | } | 
Sydney | 956 | 974 | 1,028 | 1,107; 1,070} 1,096 | 4, | 
Five Towns | 953 | 972 | 1,026 | 1,104, 1, 068 | 1,094 | 4, | 
(wtd. av. ) | | | | 
t i i | } 
Aust.- | | | 


41,081 “1.13106 | 1122/1, 125 
(wtd. nv. ) H } * | | | 


1923-27 = 1000, 


The basic wage is detcrmined fran time to time by the Commonvealth Court of 
Conciliation and Arbitration and, in the interim periods, it is adjusted in 
accordance with the movement in the "C" Scrics Index of Retail Prices. The 
adjustment in Sydney, Brisbane and Perth in the basic wage ievcls as from the 
first pay in August, 19435 is 2/-. The adjustment on the N.S.W. five tovms basis 
is also 2/- 


The basic wage in Sydney becomes £5 per week for males and 53/6 for females. 


Employers will not pass on the incrcase in wage costs resulting fran the cost 
of living adjustment but will be reimbursed by the Federal Goverrment under the 
Prices Stabilisation Plan. Government and scemi-governnent bodics will not receive 
the refund. It is expectcd that the prices subsidies announced on July 2ist will 
result in 2 dowmard adjustment of the basic wage in November, 1945 and in-the 
intcrin reimbursement of cnployers will cost about £250,000 per month. 


BASIC WAGE-- PREDOMINANT RATE IN FEDERAL AWARDS 
SYDNEY. 


Shillings per week, Adult males. 


\ Quarterly adjustment commencing :- 


Ue ee oe OES eat ae ee he abies <1 ote eR See a is 
ee | February May | August ___ Novenber. 
1940 | "82 85 85 a5 
1944 88 | Be | B89 89 
1942 91 is) 95 o7 
1943 : 98 98 400 


= Comiencing one month later. 


award of the Western Australian Arbitration Court abolishing night baking and the 


Be 
The Acting Federal Minister for Labour and National Service has approved an 
allowance of 10/— per weck applying to such work. 


qualified at a prescribed examination are to be paid a proficiency margin of 64, 
per day. An additional 6d. a day will be granted to lanec-corporals and lance 
bombardicrs, whose rank formerly did not carry cxtra paye The total cost is £4, 
Pede 


Soldiers ranking as privates who have campletcd six months' service and hayo | 
EMPLOYMENT. | 

Estimated total non-rural anployment (exclusive of houschold domestics) was 
772,100 in April, 1945, There was = deercase of 2,000 comparcd with Mareh, 
Goverment employment increasing by 1,500 whilst private employment declined by 
34 500. The smmber of males employed decreased by 2,700 but the upward trend of } 
female employment continued. 


Some of the decline in total employment during April, 1943 resulted frm 
scasonal movements. 


Males in non=rural employnent in March, 1943 were slightly less than in July, 4, 
1939. In April there was a further decline, Fomeles employed in N.S.W., other |- 
than in rural and comestic employment, increascd by 80,000 fran July, 1939 to 
April, 1943. 


DOMESTIC 
(Includes Civil Constructional Corps In MN. Sell.) 


MALES. | | 


| B FEMALES. l [OLA 
sit. wee ee ee aS are i 
and of | Goverment ie : i Goverment | | H Haves tants | 
Month | (CArcalth, ‘Private Total | (CArealth, [Private { Total |(C/real thy ‘Private 1 
State, {Eoployers | State, ‘Employers State, | Srp Loy 
Local and | Local and | | | ocal and | Ors. 
-| Allied). | Lllicd), | | Led)a | 
pee ss oe ——j}- es Sa Se ees ——- a ~—- A - - iy 
| "000 | 000 | 1000 "000 | '000 | '000 | '000 4000 |"! 
1933—June | 105.2 | 275.7 378.91 16.8 | 401.8 | 148.6] 120.0 [377.5 | 
oe as 136.5 | 399.1 | 555.6 19.4 Y $44.34°4 16057. 2eeee (54004 1 606 
i ' 
1944-July | 141.5 |; 419.5 | 561.0] 21.7 ; 186.8 | 208. 5| 163.2 [606.5 |76 
~Dec, | 146.4 | 420.3 | 566.7] 23.4 | 195.7 | 219.1} 169.8 616,0 (765 
1942-Fob. | 148.6 | 240.5 | BBO...) 25.2 | 196.7. | 224.91173.8. |607,.2 78 
“Max. |~ 161.1 Bed. | SGed db... Shy | 197.1 | 299.8! 176.8 (60264 7105 
-Apr. | 154.1 es am pesca ibe | 197.9 | 225.1] 181.3 1596.0 |7™ 
1945-Feb. | 156.7 | 379.5 556.2 | 37.2 | 200.5 | 237.7) 193.9 580.0 (715 
Mar. | 156.2 | 378.0 , | 554.2} 38,7 | 201.2 1259.9) 194.9 [579.2 17 
Apr. | 156.6 | 374.9 |.531.5] 39.8 / 200.8 (240.6) 196.4 575.7 [Mh 
a a Nee ae Pe Se a EN Se NS See ee ee eee eee a ee ee 


(Gxcludes persons on military servicc). 


Since last issuc estimates for January, 1942 ond later have been reviscds 
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The table below shows the trend in empjoyment in certain broad industrial 
groups. The nunbers shown do not represent the totals caployed in the industrics. 


There was a decline in employment in cach group in April, 1943 with the 
exception of land transport. A dcercase in coal mining omployment probably was 
temporary. Fomale employment in tho nain groups showed littic change, 


Factory employment is shovm later. 


Arrengencnts have been nade for the nanufacture of larger quantitics of radio 
accessorics for civilians. Radio servicenen are to be registercd and gones of 
operation determined. The Departnent of War Organisation of Industry has been 
approached on the question of a similar schone for refrigerator service, 


Hundreds of women are required for munition and’ textile work in ox néar Sydney. 
in the last two nonths 4,673 wonen and girls not previously cmploycd-have gone 
into cmploynent in N.S.W. 


NeSeWe - EMPLOYEES SHOWN ON PAY-ROLL TAX RETURIS. d 


Thousands ) 
Mines Buiiding Land Retail Waolesale Other Personal 
rth. & & {a) Drans't. Trade. Trade Commerce — Service (cxcl, 
‘*. Quarrics Constr'n, & Finance pvte.domestics) 
Males. Males. Me F. M. F. M. i M. F M. F, 
44-July 21.7 ZCed CUnl Get Sie? ciel 29st 20,4 20.9 968 16535 20.5 
~-~Dec. aie? 18.35 6250 S60 31.9 35.2 22:5 10,9 21,1 305 16.8 21.8 
42—Heb. 2102 2051 62a Sst Sst 3,5 2,9 11,14 19.9 Ae 15.4 21.5 
-Mar. 21.2 19.9 Olen On 2o.5 Boel 27.6 11,0 49.5: 24.5 25.% 2125 
~Apr. 20.9 iuseat Oget, GeO “ain G ieee 26,7 ee 19,2 21,4 44,5 2527 
-Dec. 20.7 15,4 62.4 4.5 24.6 52.9 2466 if64 163 11.7 12.7 21.6 
45-Feb. 20.5 S7el 7 | G2g0 5 457 (05,0. $0.9: BABS 3406=-4b8= 14.9 ate 2107 
" Mar. BOA S 17 60 Gieo! fad .22s6 ~S0sG “2445. 1148 “1556. 18 ates 21.8 
~-Apr. ASF 16.7 Ode2° oeOe Seo BOE 25S 1955 15.3° 11.9 1a O S eeuae 


(a) ixcluding large numbers employed on some Goverment Construction vorks. 
g Pay-Roll Tax returms are submitted by all employcrs (cxecpt CArcalth 
Government, charitics ctc.) whose pay-roll oxeecds £20 per week. 


a Factory employment in N.SewW. showed only a slight inercase in April, 1943, 

; the estimated total at the end of the month being 316,000 (including working 
proprictors). There was a seasonal decline in the food processing group. In 
the metal manufactures and aircraft group there was an expansion of 1,800 including 


1,000 females. 

The table below shows the trend of factory and non=factory employment. During 
the year ended April, 1943, factorics in N.S.i/, absorbed only 3,600 males but the 
number of females sbsorbed was 10, 600. 

_ Since July, 1941, females in Goverment non-factory tmployment nave inereased 
by about 10,900 and in the privete category there has been an cxpansion of only 
_ Sy 8006 

Males employed by Goverment authorities other than in manufacturing were in 
“April, 1943 only 4,000 «bove the July, 1939 Level. On the other hand, males in 
private non-factory omployment have declined by over 60,000. 


ah 
flable. sees 


NeSeive — MACTORY..& "OTHER" EMPLOYIEGNT. 


Thousands 

End | FACTORY HELOWENT (a) | NON-RAOTORY EMELOvaer (o) 
of | ene pe a es Ae 
Month | Males | Females _fotet — | Males __ Females _ 
1939-July | 1538 | 59.3 Leo 1 nppeger | eae 
1941—July {| 2021 | 76.0 | 278.4 | 358.9 |° 5203 
1942-Mar, | 242-2 | 81.8 |. = B85 | 544.2 | 141.0 

-apr. | 211.8 i 81.8 | 293.6 | ' 346.4 | 143.3 
1945-Feb, | 24455(b) | 90.4(b) “| 504.7(b) | 321.9 | 147.5 

Mer. | 215,5(b) | 02.1(>) =| + 307,6(b) | 518.7. | 147.8 

Apr. . 295/42(b) £°%2.4(b) t B07,8C0)' Stee | eae 


(a) Excluding worlting proprietorse 
(b) Subject to revision. 
(c) Excluding rural employees and household dmestics. 


Local production of motor vehicle sparc parts is to be substantially expanded, 
Present supplics of many parts are restricted to high priority licence holders, 


The jfinister for Aircraft Production has announced that six types of aircraft 
had been successfully produced in Australia. 


New industrics which are being established in South Australia include a plant | 
for the re-forging of serap stccl. its two umts vealucd at £600,000 will be 
operated by Broken Hill Pty. Ltd. but eae be cwned by the Commonwealth Government, 
& £500,000 goverment chemical plant will be suitabic. for-the production of 
fertilisers ofter the war. This is one of a chain of four eager plans being 
established in difforent States at a totel outlay of over £2-m, 


‘Two new ships wore launched on July’ 12th-fron a NeSeWe dockyard... The dock 
yard o1so does repair work and makes auxiliary nachinery and mein engine parts for 
standard merchant ships. The existing siipbuilding programme estimated to cost 
£12 me has been revised to a total cf £16 m. Coastal ships will be produced 
for the Australian trade. 


Goverrment munition factories will soon commence a £1 m, programme of building 
small-type diesel engincs. Other work to which mumitions factory capacity is to 
be diverted includes marinc dicscl engines, ships, agricultural machinery, airomfi 
and internal combustion cngines for civilian use ceg.e for opcrating milking machi 


TRENSPORT. 


Operating results Cover uent transport services for the cleven months period 
ended May, 1945 are shovm in the table below in comparison with previous years. 
The working surplus in the railwey accounts at the ond of Ma; y vas £1.5 m. above 
last year. The working surplus in the road transport services accomts was 
slightly lover than in the previous year, In cach casc passonger traffic has 
attained record levels, Railway freisht traffic in the eleven months ended lay, 
1945 was nearly 1 me‘tons greater than in the corresponding period of 1941=426. 


/Tabl cesses 


GOVERNMENT TRANSPORT SERVICES. 


Eleven Months July = llay. 


: 4. ‘i , 4 : tee 
ee | ss TRAMMAYS & ‘BUSES. (2) 
Tonge | ‘Excess of | | | Excess of 
of Working: darnings ‘Passenger | Harnings. | Working | Earnings | Passenger 
gare | Goods ae | Expenses | over jJourncys.e jj iExpenses! over | Journeys. 
| Livestook, g Working | lWorking | 
| Expenses. | (x) | Expenses () | x 
"000 tons | £000 | 000° [nillion | £000 | $000 | 00> =| licn 
38/39 15,986 | 12,730} 4,832 |. 472 4,022 | S588 j 65a | 544 
9/40 | 13,178 | 12,908 | 5,529 |}. 164 4,110 | 3454 | 676 | 548 
40/44 16, 588 | 14,611 | 6,729 js 476 45391 | 3,550 | 844 | 873 
wi/42., 17,075 | 18,285 , 6,949 | 199 i 4,996 | 4195 | ent 442, 
42/45 ; 17,983 | 22,835 | 8,420 i “Say | 59155 4,404 734 oO 462 


Exel. interest, sefund and exch, (£6,570,000 in 1941/42). 
+} S ydney and Neweastile. 
x) Exol. ints, Selo, exch. & current depreciation (605,000 in 1941/42), 
& Excludes. Harbour Bridge section trips. 


There is a great future for air transport in Australia, according to the 
Quartermaster of the U.sS. Amy Services of Supply. Extensive development has 
taken place during the war particularly in New Guinea. ‘The Director of Civil 
Aviation (Austrolia) has drawa up plans, which have been submitted to the 
Govermient, for post-war development. of civil aviation. 


PRIMARY AND BXPORT INDUSTRIES. 
Sea eB nthe peated deen 


Seasonal Conditions. In the last few weeks rainfall has been light. In the 
coastal arcas particularly, rainfall was poor. Low tcmperaturcs have been 
-Cxperienced a% tines, Pastoral conditions, are not prcmising in the farswestern 
“and south-western arcas of the State where frost and dry conditions have affected 
feed, 


Naw SOUTH WALGS = ROINRALL INDEX. 


Weighted average ratio of actual to normal rainfoll. 
Normal rainfall each month = 100. 


Periods | Sheep Districts | Wheat Districts. | (Coas ene ee 9 
Year - 1942 | 44 110 eee fi 
& 
1942 = Oct. 127 97 : 332 
= love 165 164 153 
~ Dec. 129 | 93 140 
i ' 
| 
1943 - Jan, tat | 138 | 75 
Fob. 52 | 55 | 60 
Mar. 15 | 17 | 4A 
Apr. | 155 148 | 48 
May | 124 148 | 216 
51 53 | 25 


June 


BOOD SUPPLY. 
Points from recent official statcmcnts werer+ 
4. The central authorities concerned with food policy and administration (except 
Meat, Dairy Produce and Egg Controls) have been concentrated in one building 


in iicLbournce Othcr controls arc directed frem Sydney. 


fies Up Setewe ee 


10. 


2. UeS. servicemen serving in South Pacific areas and who are experts in 
agricultural engineering, primary production and food processing, have been 
co-opted by the Commomycalth Government to assist in tne food programe, 


Os The production of seed is bcing stimulatcd. The Munitions Dept. is | 
manufacturing agricultural machinery. Some 20% of the estimated require. 
ments of machinery for the vegetable programme may be obtainable fron UeS.4, 


4e The Goverment aim is a continuous supply of vegetablés at reasonable prices, 
The quantity of vegetables canned in Australia before the war was about 4,5) 
tons a year, In 1942=45 24,000 tons were canned and further inercases are 
pianned. When all the Goverment deaydration plants are operating supplies 
of dricd vegetables will be available for civilians. In 1942-43 estinateg 
output wes 1,000 tonss.. The target for 1943—44 is 10,000 tons. 


ne The barley crop is to be limited in exporting states (Vic. & S.A.) toa total | 
of 6m. bUse. Growers! acrcage quotas arc fixed at 2 of the average area 
sow in the past three scasons. 


6. The Fodder Conservation Board's functions have been taken over by the Direct, 
General of Agriculture. 


In NeSeWe the Division cf Agricultural Economics has made arrangements for 
certain farmers voluntarily to keep adequate records cf production, expenditure 
receipts... After o year the farmers!’ records will be analysed and advice will be 
tendered to the farmers. 

iV ES 

The schone wnder which Cormonyvealth authorities obtain priority requirements of 

beef from carcascs at slaughter yards has been extended to cover all N.S... 


On the basis of a wholesale price of 93d.1b. for pig carcascs up to 100 lb. 
delivercé to.retoilcrs, retail perk prices. are. subject to the following upper lin 
leg,i/4 per Ibe; best loin, 1/55 per 1b. 


WHEAT. 


The Department of «agriculture forecasts a reduction of about 20% in wheat 
acreage sown for grain in NeSeW. compared with the 1942—43 season. This would 
bring wheat acrcage down to 2.4m. acres compared with an average areca harvested 
in the scnsons 1957-38, 1958-59 and 1939-40 of 445 m. acres. 


The hearing has cormeneed of an application by the Australian Workers! Union fa 
a grain and hay harvesting award for all States. 


DATRY INDUSTRIES. 


The State Goverment has authorised the Ifilk Board to conduct a general inguiy 
into prices in the milk industry. Costs of factory treatment, depot handling ant 
retailing will be investigated in Neweastle and Sydney areas. 


The mechanised farming unit at Nowra, established by the State Government, ; 
the following charges per sere: ploughing new land, 35/—3; ploughing stubble lant 
22/6; tandem discing, 8/6. 


Butter produced in N.S.i/. factorics in May, 1945 was only 4.8 me lb. compared 
with 6.8 m. Ib. in cach of the two previous scasons. With production for clever 
months of the ycar recorded, it e-n be seen that output in 194243, although 
greater than last season's, was neverthcless well below 1940-414. 


The Prices Commissioner has approved a recommendation of the Prices Stabilisatt 
Committee that a further subsidy of id, a gallon be granted to producers of milk 
delivered to liclboune and Bendigo, The subsidy is thus raiscd to 2a, per wll 
It applies in the winter months only. 


ii. 


BUTTER PRODUCED ~ N.S.Ve FACTORIES. 
1900,000 Ib. 

Year Whole wiper ierths | Dec. Jan, to Heb, Mar. | hens F : eae ; 

| year | July = May. | | | 

Oe ee 

1959/40 | 112.0 107.0 | 15.8 | 12.6 | 10.6 | 9.6 | 902 : 705 

| | 
1940/41 | 105.7 | $6.5 | 11.4 | 145) 1208 lan | a 

| 
1941/42 | 8544 | 75.6 1 B61. 6.7) 11 Bed | 10.1 Bg : 6e8 

| | : poe Fer | | 
1942 /45 See Oak. ID.Ot WEDS. Gcqs AOE sc 866 Sat. } 4es 


Appraiscments of wool in Sydnoy and Neweastle in 1942— 


or 102,588 balcs less than the previous s 
bales, an inercase of 54,240 and there wo 


Goulburn. 
Averaged appraisal prices per lb. 


Vice 14.98d., Q'id. 13.79d. a 
to the grower in N.S.We is the appraisec 


(41.188% in 1942/43) isce i5.1d, per Ibe. 


ToS 


on a greasy basis weres 
d the Australian 


45 totalled 1,245,595 bales 
Gasone Turnover in Neweastle was 174,570 
s also.an cxpansion in appraiscments at 


NeSe le 154 6idey 
average wos 13.898. The return 


price plus the cqualisation payment 


in NeSeWe in the 1943—44 scasone 


im trade circles © heavier clip is expected 

Results of appraisoments under the British contract’. for the last four scasons 
are summarised sae 

WOOL APPRALSED, AUSTRALIA - GREASY JiND-SQOURED ‘WOOL. 
1959-40 1940—41. 041-426 1942-45 

No. of Bales 5y 621, 095 53 506, 210 59 577, 966 39 929, 805 
Voluc. «2. & 64,725,084 60, 959,828 65, 126, 096 735_ 925,280 

In these figures greasy and scoured wool are combined "pales". The value 
does not correspond with the value of wool production as in the grease. 


Slightly heavicr bales on the average 


were pressed in 1942-43, Sufficient 


woOlpacks are on hand for next scason but agrecment has been reached with the Indian 
Jute Mills Association thet a new style be adopted for firture orders. The new 


design will reduce the mixing of jute fib 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
The N.Sexe Dried Fruits Board have rai 


“able to the public. 
fran 15 to 254% and lexias fran 173 


The Commomrcalth 


Currants are raised fran 
to 465 %e0 


res with the wool. 


sed the 1943 quotes of dried fruits avail- 
15% to 274% of production, sultanas 


Egg Control, extending over most of Australia, came into force 


on July, 5th. Producers holding special permits may scll cggs direct to consiumcrs 
and must vay a levy of 15 doz on such sales. 
An cxoovinental crop of hemp has been grown at Grafton, N.S.1. 


During the last four mo nths marketing of rabbit skins in Sydney -has been - ? ; 
& total of about 445 tons was cqual to about 6.5 mn. rabbit skins, 


particularly acovye 


A classification Gamittce has been appointed by the State Goverrment to investi- 
gate the qualifications ci > soldior applicants for Crown lan Cons ficates of 
Pitness and cxpericnee sotisfectorily tc occupy and develop the land will be a 
@cndi tion of gramice 


~ 


